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Community Trust injects $5 million to museum project

In the largest individual grant it has ever approved, the Community Trust of Southland has announced $5 million funding for the Southland Museum and Art Gallery extension project.

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast said the grant, to be paid over a five year period, would provide a substantial boost for the $24.6 million project.

“We believe by us contributing $5 million it's a clear stake in the ground that we support this project and it will give them a boost to secure the other funding needed,” he said.

“By spreading it over five years it doesn't compromise our ability to support other major projects in the community.”

Other Southland assets the Community Trust has provided vital funding for in past years include Stadium Southland ($4m), the Southern Institute of Technology Zero-Fees Scheme ($3.5m) and the Civic Theatre and Rugby Park upgrades ($3m each).

“This is the biggest individual grant we've ever given and that's exciting.” Mr Prendergast said.

“We've been significant contributors to a range of projects over the years and this is a major contribution to the arts and culture sector. It reflects our interest in balance across all the various sectors we provide funding to.”

Southland Museum and Art Gallery board chairman Darren Ludlow was “absolutely over the moon” with news of the funding.

“It's given an enormous boost to our efforts to get this project launched properly,” he said.

“It's shown tremendous leadership from the Community Trust and helps our cause immeasurably in going to other funders.

“Some people view the museum as an Invercargill asset but it truly is a Southland asset and the Community Trust of Southland is the right organisation to provide this level of support given their involvement throughout the whole region.”

Money was not the only crucial component the Community Trust had provided, Mr Ludlow said.

“The Community Trust has given us some valuable help in the interim. When they first turned us down, they gave us very clear guidance on what direction we needed to take ... now we've been rewarded by them supporting us,” he said.

The $24.6m overall price tag would result in the extension and complete refurbishment of the existing pyramid, including displays, and included a degree of future-proofing.

“It saves us coming back to the community for funding in the future, saying `oops, we need more room' ... do it once and do it properly,” Mr Ludlow said.

The Invercargill City Council has also committed $3.6 million to the project for the 2011-2012 financial year.
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