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Home of country music revamped

The Gore Country Music Club will soon unveil a venue flash enough to match the talent of its members.

Extensive renovations are now underway, transforming its Longford Tavern base into a fitting home for the host of the iconic New Zealand Gold Guitar Awards.

Club spokeswoman Julie Mitchell said the project added another valuable asset to Gore's growing list of facilities.

“This overhaul was desperately needed – it was a very tired looking building,” she said.

“We wanted to create a function centre that would be a real community asset ... that was our goal and there's no question in my mind that's what it will be.”

The Community Trust of Southland approved $40,000 in its latest grants round to help fund the project.

“It was the icing on the cake – it made the difference between just tidying up the place or doing a refurbishment that will see us through the next 20 years,” Mrs Mitchell said.

Along with general renovations, the revamp includes a new commercial kitchen, bathrooms and flooring.

To provide the ultimate performance platform for its members, a new stage, upgraded lighting and modern sound system also features.

After 37 years, the annual Gold Guitars continue to grow in stature and popularity, attracting strong audiences and more than 550 competitors from throughout New Zealand and around the world. 

“In today's climate clubs are struggling for membership but the Gore Country Music Club has absolutely blossomed – it's fantastic,” Mrs Mitchell said.

The club provides regular opportunities for its 200-plus members to showcase their musical talents.

“We meet the first Tuesday of every month and it's like a walk up concert.”

The popular Kid's Day initiative, launched last year, is staged on the last Sunday of each month.

“It's totally focused on children and we've had a really good response ... it enables us to provide our younger members with an opportunity to perform and ultimately instill in them the confidence to go on to even bigger and better things,” Mrs Mitchell said.

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast said the club could be credited with producing some gifted artists.

“And that's a legacy I'm sure will continue in future years. The Gold Guitars have certainly propelled various performers – not to mention Gore and Southland – into the country music spotlight.”

Ends

For further information, contact:

John Prendergast




Julie Mitchell

Community Trust of Southland 



Gore Country Music Club

(03) 218 3024





027 288 7203

