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SPCA leading by example

Countless litters of unwanted animals will be spared an uncertain fate thanks to the pro-active approach of Gore SPCA manager Tanya Burke.

Appointed to the helm of the organisation eight months ago, Mrs Burke established new criteria ensuring all animals were desexed by the SPCA before being adopted out – an initiative certain to have a considerable impact on the number of animals surrendered in future.

During six years as a volunteer, Mrs Burke witnessed first-hand the plight of unwanted animals – in some cases re-homing a cat only to have it's litter of kittens surrendered just months later.

“We'd adopt one cat out and then get four of their kittens back – it wasn't hard to do the maths,” she said.

“De-sexing is so crucial. Recently we had a cat arrive nursing four kittens and she was already pregnant again. The owners just panicked.”

Taking the onus to sterilise away from the owner was a new initiative to Southland but not uncommon at larger SPCA centres.

The Gore SPCA was shouldering the bulk of the expense for the programme to keep adoption fees down, but it was a cost Mrs Burke believed would pay off in the future.

“We're starting to get a really lovely programme going and I would hate to see that diminish,” she said.

Mrs Burke, the centre’s first paid employee, was appointed in June after the Gore SPCA recognised a dedicated manager was crucial to the centre’s survival. 

The Community Trust of Southland approved $15,600 in its latest funding round to help continue to pay for the role.
“Support from the Community Trust has been wonderful and we couldn't operate without it,” Mrs Burke said.

“There's a lot more structure and a lot more follow-up now. It also puts a leader in place and means there is someone for the volunteers to turn to.”

She paid tribute to the team of 20 volunteers and their unwavering dedication.

“I couldn't do it without them.”

For Mrs Burke, the role fulfills a passion for animals that stems from childhood.

“I was always bringing injured, neglected or abandoned animals home – to the frustration of my mum!”

She was relishing the opportunity to receive training from the Royal NZ Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and plans to complete an inspectors’ course in February. She also enjoys educating youngsters about animals during local school visits.

“Education is a very important role ...  a lot of kids are great at influencing their parents about right and wrong as well.” 

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast said the SPCA provided a vital service, both in the Gore district and nationally.

“Animals bring joy and companionship to so many lives and it's important they have a voice too – the SPCA provides that,” he said.
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