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New future for croquet
In a fight for survival, Invercargill’s two croquet clubs have taken a proactive approach to resurrecting the sport in the city.

The Waverley Park and Invercargill croquet clubs are amalgamating to form the Queen’s Park Croquet Club Incorporated, based at the former Invercargill club site near Feldwick Gates.

The club has received a $2500 grant from the Community Trust of Southland to build a new shed to store its combined playing equipment, mowers and other items.

Spokesman Warwick Bruce said the Queen’s Park Croquet Club would be officially opened on Saturday, September 12.

Given the proud history of the clubs involved – Invercargill was scheduled to celebrate its centenary in 2012 – the decision to amalgamate initially proved difficult.

“Given the relatively small memberships involved, to run two clubs in tandem in Invercargill seemed to be a waste,” he said.

“We needed to look to the future and, as a result, we’re excited about what’s in store for our sport now.  

“The ambience of Queen’s Park is fantastic – it’s beautiful surrounds to play croquet in.”
It’s hoped an exciting new initiative for the sport in Southland – golf croquet – will help solve the problem of dwindling membership.

“Expanding our membership is a definite focus and I’m sure golf croquet will prove a hit – it’s faster and less intense than the traditional game,” Mr Bruce said.

“If we can get people interested, croquet should have a bright future in Southland with clubs also in Gore, Winton and Te Anau.”

Queen’s Park Croquet Club secretary Anne Raynes said golf croquet had proved popular throughout New Zealand.

“It’s like snooker on grass,” she said. “It can be very aggressive but it’s all in good fun … you can be the worst of enemies on the grass.

“It’s quicker and probably less complicated (than traditional croquet) but you still have to think about what you’re doing and the best play to put yourself in an advantageous position.

“If you can get proficient at the golf version, it a great start to the association game.”

The club aimed to launch a Corporate Challenge, buoyed by golf croquet proving a popular option for office Christmas functions in the past.  

“We’d love to see some younger players coming through the ranks,” Mrs Raynes said.

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast said he applauded the initiative shown by the clubs.

“It is a commendable action that both clubs have amalgamated in an effort to remain sustainable and we admire their forward-thinking approach,” he said.
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