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Funding for art’s sake

The Queenstown Art Society (QAS) is one of 15 organisations in the Wakatipu area to benefit from $162,000 of funding from the Community Trust of Southland recently.

The $5000 grant will assist with operating costs for the Cloakroom Gallery, on the corner of Ballarat and Stanley Streets in downtown Queenstown, which is run by the QAS.

Manager Sue Wademan said the money was important for the gallery’s future.

“We’re a small but enthusiastic group of artists and small business people and with a lot of hard work, we managed to get the gallery up and running four years ago,” she said.
“We used QAS funds to refurbish it with spotlights, secure doors and a fresh coat of paint. It now looks like a proper gallery space.
“But raising the $5,000 to pay someone to manage the gallery, promote it and organise exhibitions – well, it was just beyond us so we’re really grateful to the Community Trust for helping us out.”

The QAS sets up two major exhibitions a year, using both the Cloakroom Gallery and workshop space. About 10 smaller exhibitions, showcasing the work of up to 40 artists, are also held annually.

“This year, for the first time, we will host a travelling exhibition, called ‘A Change in the Weather’ during the up-coming Winter Festival,” Ms Wademan said.

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast said the Queenstown Art Society’s aim to promote the work of young and emerging artists at the Cloakroom Gallery was a real strength for the Wakatipu area.

Other grant recipients from the Wakatipu area were:

AGE Concern Southland ($13.026), Arrowtown Autumn Festival ($10,000), Destination Queenstown ($10,000), Happiness House ($7022), Queenstown Lakes District Council Remarkable Christmas Concert ($3490), Queenstown Lakes District Council Summerdaze Programme ($5000), Queenstown Playcentre ($1000), ShowBiz Queenstown ($15,000), Southern Lakes Arts Festival Trust ($5000), Southern Strings Charitable Trust ($1500), Wakatipu Abuse Prevention Network ($10,000), Wakatipu District Youth Trust ($6432), Wakatipu Health Trust ($20,000), Wakatipu Pony Club ($5000). 
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