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Making Southlanders top of the class
A Community Trust of Southland grant will give students access to expert online tuition through a new mentoring scheme.

Southland Interactive Learning Communities (SILC) E-Principal Kymm McPhail said the $7000 funding approved by the Community Trust recently would be used to connect top students with specialist teachers living throughout the province.

“We have some really bright Year 13 students sitting scholarship this year who would benefit from having a mentor to support them to develop their potential at the highest level,” she said.

“It’s a way of sharing the knowledge by sharing the teachers. Through a software programme called Adobe Connect that can link the students’ and teachers’ computers we can close the gap between the bright kids who need support and the Southland teachers who can provide it.”

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast said trustees were delighted to support a resourceful initiative which benefited to local students.

“It also draws on the considerable knowledge and expertise of the teachers in our province, which is fantastic,” he said.

Fourteen Southland schools have joined the Ministry of Education online learning world since its introduction last year. A secondary maths teacher, Mrs McPhail also has 10 years experience in the computer industry.

“The computer programme enables the teacher and students to log-on to a central site, in effect creating an online classroom where the lesson is displayed on each student’s screen. Pupils and teacher talk to each other via speakerphone,” Mrs McPhail said.

“We’re already using the system in rural areas where schools struggle to get teachers in certain subjects so students can get access to all the subjects in the national curriculum which interest them.
“And it’s also useful in larger urban schools, where sometimes timetable clashes mean kids have to choose between two courses, both of which are important to their career path.’’
Already 40 local students have been linked to suitable Southland teachers, with another 15 learning from teachers in other regions. Courses include art history, New Zealand history, chemistry and calculus.
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