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Students saving historic trees
With the moniker Horner’s Donut, Heddon Bush School’s latest project certainly has an intriguing name – but it’s not a recipe from home economics class.

In fact, Horner’s Donut refers to a remnant of the ancient kahikatea forest which originally blanketed the rural settlement of Heddon Bush, just 15km west of Winton.

The rural school and its environmental project is one of three organisations in the Lumsden and Winton area to benefit recently from grants totalling $370,000 from the Community Trust of Southland.

Rare examples of original Southland Plains forest, the two acres of trees and vegetation were christened Horner’s Donut by pupils a couple of years ago to honour the family which first fenced off the trees which encircle a grassy space.
Now it has become an integral part of science and social studies for the 60 pupils in the three-classroom school and the children regard themselves as ‘foster-carers’ for the plants as the school undertakes a 25-year restoration project.

Principal Jim Turrell said the children noticed the bush and its unusual circular shape from their school bus.
“It was a time when the area was busy with dairy conversions and they decided it would be good to save it,” he said.
Two years later the children are working with private land owners, Department of Conservation and Environment Southland to clear weeds from the area and replant it with seedlings potted up from the bush. They have developed a management plan which includes GPS mapping of the site, monitoring bird song levels, studying native insects, and weed and pest eradication.

Now the Community Trust of Southland has recognised their hard work with a $2000 grant for off-road parking at the site which is a couple of kilometres from the school and on a busy intersection.

“It’s a health and safety issue,” Mr Turrell said. “We need to be able to pull the bus right off the road onto a gravelled area so we’re really grateful to the Community Trust for enabling us to tick that one off.”

He said the restoration project enabled the children to get up close and personal with nature and was a wonderful opportunity to learn first-hand about conservation and sustainability. 

DoC recognised this by presenting Heddon Bush School with the Richard Henry Conservation Award. 

Community Trust of Southland chief executive John Prendergast applauded the pupils’ dedication to preserving a valuable piece of local history.

“Their vision has brought together different groups in the community to achieve a common goal,” he said.
Other projects from Winton and Lumsden to receive funding were the Central Southland Netball Centre ($260,000) and the Northern Southland Community Resource Centre ($9000).
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