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Music to their ears

Folk living in rest homes in the south will continue to enjoy live music thanks to a cash injection from the Community Trust of Southland.

The Gore and Districts Senior Citizens Club choir was approved $600 funding in the Community Trust’s latest grants round – and it was music to their ears.

The money goes towards everyday expenses for the two people who manage the choir, club treasurer Allie Forde and conductor Peter Allan. Peter is following in the footsteps of his father Reg Allan, the choir conductor for many years.

“All sorts of expenses are involved for Peter and myself and a big one is toll calls to organise venues and travel,” Mrs Forde said.
“Music sheets need photo copying so there’s quite a stationary bill at the end of the year.”

Twice a year the 30-strong choir – which includes some members in their nineties, and even more in their eighties – perform at three rest homes in Gore. It also takes its sweet melodies to half a dozen rest homes in Invercargill and one in Wyndham every year, along with a Christmas carol programme to Gore rest homes in November and December, delighting residents.
The dedicated group has also enjoyed an annual reciprocal concert arrangement with the Balclutha Senior Citizens choir for many years. 

 “What with the travel, the performing and then chatting to residents afterwards each outing adds up to a big day out for our choir members,” Mrs Forde said.
“Still, we love it and so do the residents. It’s great to see them tapping their little feet, their canes, their hands. And the sing-a-longs at the end, everyone loves the old songs, it makes a great ending to our concerts.”

The choir takes a break from December until March, which gives Mrs Forde, who has been treasurer of the 150-strong club for 13 years, a chance to get the books ready for the auditors in February.

Community Trust chief executive John Prendergast said the choir embodied true community spirit.

“We are full of admiration for the ‘show must go on’ spirit of choir members, some not exactly young themselves but determined to entertain and delight other senior citizens,” he said.
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