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Blokes Day Out
Comedian Mike King will join boats, bikes, boxing and a mechanical bull as part of the mix for Blokes Day Out, a community event organised by Winton Library staff.

The brainchild of Southland District Council chief librarian Lynda Hodge and organised by staff member Willie Solomon, the event will be staged at the Salvation Army complex in Winton on Saturday, November 1.

“We wanted a way of showing men in Southland that whatever activity they might be interested in, their local library can help with books and other resource material,” Mr Solomon said.

“So we’ll have experienced blokes from all the adventure sports – including motocross, hunting, shooting, fishing, 4WD, boating – set up at individual stalls and talk about their personal interest in their sport.”

There will also be a selection of library resources, including books, magazines and DVDs, highlighting the individual activity.

Famous for his side-splitting style of comedy, King is flying in to the Blokes’ Day Out from his Northland home thanks to a grant from the Community Trust of Southland.
“The Community Trust has been very supportive,” Mr Solomon said.
“Their contribution, coupled with very generous local support, will make this a real community event.”

Community Trust chief executive John Prendergast praised the inventiveness of organisers.

“The Blokes Day Out has the right elements of fun to succeed in its mission of attracting blokes to library books,” he said.
While the literacy part of the day will be housed inside the complex, outside will feature all sorts of other fun things for blokes aged five to 85+ to experience and organisers are preparing for a turnout of 500 or more.

Along with a mechanical bull shipped in from Palmerston North, there will be muscle cars, trucks, boats, motorbikes and Harleys, martial art displays, a climbing wall, the police dog unit, even the army. Mr Solomon plans to set up a tug of war between the boys in khaki and locals.
On a more serious note, a doctor who specializes in prostrate problems will be on hand – so to speak!
There’s a $5 entry fee for big blokes and a gold coin for the younger fellows but once inside the complex everything is free. There’s BBQ food on offer from the Winton Lions Club and the local Bank of New Zealand branch, some dazzling boys’ toys raffles and generous giveaways donated by local businesses.
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