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New van for Disabilities Resource Centre

Invercargill residents needing transport to outpatient clinics at Southland Hospital will soon be riding in comfort thanks to a $24,500 grant from the Community Trust of Southland.

The Disabilities Resource Centre has ordered an 11-seater Toyota Hiace mini van to take outpatients and their support people from all over the city to appointments at Southland Hospital and the adjacent hospice.

General manager Carol Wood said it was an essential service for people who could not get to the hospital any other way.
“It may be they are going to the eye clinic and have had to insert eye drops before they leave home, or are suffering from a fracture, or have not had the all clear to drive from their doctor,” Mrs Wood said.
“Some of them might have to visit a clinic weekly for treatment over a few months. They can’t afford the taxi fares and are not fit enough to catch a bus.”

The free service is manned by volunteers who take the patients from their door, right to the clinic waiting room and home again.
The centre, set up as an information and advisory service on disability, took over the transport service from the hospital board six years ago and now transports 2500 people a year.
“With our aging population this number is obviously going to increase,” Mrs Wood said.

“Although people are generous with their donations, we are now looking at how to fund increased petrol costs and the salary of a paid co-ordinator to ensure the whole operation continues to run smoothly.”

The centre, which also supplied equipment and aids for daily living and helps people with disabilities into sport and recreation to avoid isolation, enjoyed “wonderful support” from the Community Trust.
“They understand how it is meeting a need which would otherwise be unmet,” Mrs Wood said.

Community Trust chief executive John Prendergast said the centre provided an invaluable service to a large number of people.

“This service truly is a credit to the dedicated volunteers who make it happen and enable patients to get the medical treatment they need,” he said.
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